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Putting data into action: 
Using the Health 
Dashboards to Engage 
Communities and 
Improve Health, with Air 
Pollution Data as an 
Example
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Background

• The Health Dashboard Project produces two 

interactive online Dashboards intended for different 

audiences; The City Health Dashboard and The 

Congressional District Health Dashboard.

• Our audiences include congressional staffers, local 

health departments, city government agencies, 

community organizations, health and education 

advocates, philanthropies, researchers, students, 

and media

• Our main partners are Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation, The National League of Cities, The 

International City/County Management Association, 

The Bipartisan Policy Center and The Center on 

Budget and Policy Priorities.

The Health Dashboard Project is supported by 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.

The latest air pollution –ozone data are produced 
by Daniel Tong’s team from George Mason 
University 

Timely Monthly Ozone data for St. Louis, 

August, 2021

PM2.5 (EPA data) for US by Congressional 

districts, 2018

Clifton Health Department community newsletter featuring air 

pollution metrics from City Health Dashboard.

Our data are most useful for smaller cities and health 

departments with limited data capacity.

Evaluations:

East Point, GA used Dashboard data to describe 

health status/outcomes among city residents in their 

comprehensive plan update and use the website to 

monitor health equity progress over time.

Targeted interventions:

Hillsborough, NJ used Dashboard data to identify 

neighborhoods with high COVID risk for COVID 

education, vaccine promotion, and free rapid test kit 

distribution and conducted extensive outreach to 

apartment complexes within the identified high need 

neighborhoods. 

Petersburg, VA used Dashboard data to decide where 

(in which neighborhoods) to place mobile farm 

markets across the city.

Grant applications and Accreditation: 

Marietta/Belpre Health Department used Dashboard 

data to implement a Community Health Assessment 

and Community Health Improvement Plan as part of 

their application to become a nationally accredited 

health department.

Petersburg, VA used Dashboard data to identify a 

comparator city for a NIH ComPASS grant proposal 

that will focus on planning, implementing, and 

evaluating community-led structural interventions to 

address health disparities and achieve health equity.

Impact Stories: To show how users are putting data to 

work locally, the Dashboard compiles user Impact 

Stories. These are brief descriptions of the challenge 

they faced, and how Dashboard data helped them solve 

it.

Ozone featured in “Data On the Go” in our 4/2022 

monthly newsletter, a brief visual bite-sized graphic (with 

short accompanying text) that shows a quick takeaway 

from the data. 

Air pollution Data on our Websites

Linking Air Pollutants with Health Outcomes

Data Communications

Data into Action: how cities use Dashboard data

We are adding 2022 Ozone and PM2.5 

from Daniel Tong’s team at George 

Mason University in August.


