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New Mexico at a Glance

• 5th largest state by area
• 36th most populous

• 45th in population density
• Highly varied climate and 

geography
• Majority-minority state

• Highest % of Hispanic
• 2nd highest % of AIAN
• 19 Pueblos, 3 Apache Tribes, 

and Navajo Nation
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Environmental Health 
Epidemiology Bureau

• APPLETREE (ATSDR’s Partnership 
to Promote Local Eorts to 
Reduce Environmental Exposures)
• Asthma Control 
• Biomonitoring
• Childhood Lead Poisoning 

Prevention

• Environmental Health 
Capacity
• Environmental Public 

Health Tracking
• Occupational Health 

Surveillance
• Wastewater Surveillance
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NMTracking Portal
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Cardiovascular ED Visits, Age-Adjusted, 2010-2023

• Highest rate of CVD ED visits in southeast region, followed by 
southwest region. 
• Males have higher rates of CVD ED visits than females. 5
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• Highest rate of asthma ED visits in the southeast region, 
followed by southwest.
• Children experience highest rate of asthma ED visits. 6

Asthma ED Visits, Age-adjusted, 2010-2023
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Childhood Asthma ED Visits, 2019-2023
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PM2.5

Bernalillo (Albuquerque), Dona Ana (Las Cruces), Lea (Hobbs), 
Santa Fe (Santa Fe), and Taos (Taos) 8



PM10

Bernalillo (Albuquerque), Dona Ana (Las Cruces), Luna (Deming), 
Sandoval (Rio Rancho), and San Juan (Farmington) 9



PM2.5 from Smoke in NM: 2022

PM2.5 smoke exposure estimates with EPA air monitors (left) and 
adding in low-cost sensors (right). 10



Dust in 2025

• As of early June, 169 dust storm warnings issued statewide from 
National Weather Service.
• On average, 4 dust storm warnings per year over last 25 years.
• Schools closed early or altogether on dust storm days.
• State oices closed early.
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Questions Posed to NMDOH 

• What is impact on health from Permian Basin / oil and gas 
production / air quality in southeastern NM?
• HB35 Children’s Health Protection Zones

• Can my child play outside at recess today?
• Wildfires, dust storms, etc.

• Is it safe to have practice outside this afternoon? 
• Wildfires, dust storms, etc.

• How do I protect myself and my family?
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Questions from NMDOH:
        What is in the air?
• Aerosolized byproducts from the oil and 

gas industry that make it into dust?   
• PFAS evaporated from water(Holloman 

Lake)?
• Heavy metals?
• Inorganic vs organic
• Pollen, allergens, etc.?
• Valley fever?
Are there any low-cost air monitors for 
PM10?
What monitoring is there for PM10? 13



Could HAQAST provide high 
resolution dust images of the most 
recent spring season? 
• Roswell has been a hotspot for 

dust and there is no 
monitoring in that area.
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Question from NM State Climatologist
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